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The Importance of Dads:
Home Visiting and Fathers
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Why? FNM

Fathers New Mexico

¢ 90% of all homeless and runaway children
¢ 63% of youth suicides

¢ 85% of children with behavioral disorders
¢ 71% of all high school dropouts

¢ 5 times more likely to commit suicide

¢ 32 x more likely to run away



Why Dads? involved dads x
result in children who; FNM
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have less contact with juvenile justice
system

delay sexual activity

rely less on aggressive conflict resolution
have higher grades

enjoy greater problem solving skills and
stress tolerance
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“The most important task of any
civilization Is to teach Its young
men how to be fathers”

Margaret Mead



Creating a Supportive

FNIVI

Environment for Fathers N B v Mol

We want all Family Services personnel to recognize that engaged
dads are an inherently valuable part of family life and raising
children.
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We want to help create systems to be supportive
environments for fathers.

And, we think that dads are the best people
to advise and direct the needed changes.

You are starting that now, but participating.

We hope that some of you will be interested
In additional opportunities for impacting how

system view dads, and how they work with
dads.




Some of what we believe FNM
agencies should do;
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Expect father involvement
Plan/Design for it
Change schedule to accommodate

View males as essential, not a risk

factor

Invite men in, actively and consistently
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