CIBOLA COUNTY EARLY CHILDHOOD TRANSITION TEAM
(CCECTT)
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING CONCERNING THE
TRANSITION OF CHILDREN

Between the following parties:

Grants/Cibola County Schools (GCCS) (NM PED)
La Vida Felicidad Early Intervention Program
Pueblo of Acoma Haak'n Learning Center
Pueblo of Laguna Division of Early Childhood (DEC)
Pine Hill Early Intervention
Ramah Navajo School Board, Inc. Early Childhood Programs
NAPPR, Inc (Native American Professional Parent Resources)
NM School for the Blind and Visually Impaired (NMSBVI)
NM School for the Deaf (NMSD)
Education for Parents of Indigenous Children with Special Needs (EPICS)
Parents Reaching Out (PRO)
Cibola Home Visiting Navajo Nation
Growing in Beauty Early Intervention Program
Mid-West New Mexico CAP Early Head Start/Head Start Program

L PURPOSE

The purpose of this document is to ensure that all regulations from the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA 2004), as well as New Mexico State Statutes, as applicable, are implemented by all
team members as they collaborate to ensure smooth and effective transitions from early intervention
services in Family Infant Toddler (FIT) programs under Part C (0-3 yrs.) into Part B (3-21 yrs.} services
from the Local Education Agency (LEA) for children and families that reside in Cibola County, New
Mexico.

II. REQUIREMENTS IMPACTING THIS AGREEMENT

This agreement is based on applicable federal and state regulations, rules, policies, and procedures as
referenced throughout the MOU.

Regarding personal information involved, Navajo Nation service providers will abide by the Navajo
Nation Privacy and Access to Information Act, 2 N.N.C. §§ 81 et seq. and all parties involved will abide
by FERPA guidelines.

I1II. DESCRIPTION OF AGENCIES INVOLVED IN THE NIZHONI NETWORK

La Vida Felicidad Early Intervention hereinafier referred to as "La Vida", Growing in Beauty
hereinafter referred to as "GIB", Pine Hill Early Intervention, New Mexico School for the Deaf
hereinafter referred to as "NMSD", New Mexico School for the Blind and Visual Impaired hereinafter
referred to as “NMSBVI”, and Native American Professional Parent Resources hereinafter referred to
“NAPPR”. These are the Family Infant Toddler (FIT) agencies in Cibola County responsible for
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implementing Part C and who ensure access to early intervention services for all eligible children.

Grants Cibola County Schools hereinafter referred to as "GCCS", is the Local Education Agency (LEA)
in Cibola County that is responsible for the implementation of Part B, ensuring that a Free Appropriate
Public Education (FAPE) is available to all children with disabilities, who turn three during the school
year (aged three years through twenty-one years) and reside in Cibola County.

1IV. DEFINITION OF TERMS

Early Intervention Services/ (Part C): any or all services that are designed to meet the developmental
needs of each eligible child and the needs of the family related to enhancing the child's development.
Early intervention services address one or more of the following areas of development: cognitive,
physical, communication, social or emotional, and adaptive. Early Intervention services include: assistive
technology, audiological services, developmental instruction, family therapy, counseling and training,
health services, medical services for diagnostic or evaluation purposes, nursing services, nutrition
services, occupational therapy, physical therapy, psychological services, sign language and cued
language services, respite services, family service coordination, social work services, speech language
pathology services, transportation and related services, and vision services.

Eligible Child (Part C-early intervention services): means children birth to three years of age who
reside in the state and meet the criteria within state regulations for "Developmental Delay", "Established
Condition" or "At Risk for Developmental Delay".

Eligible Child (Part B-preschool special education and related services): means any child ages 3, 4
and 5 who resides in Cibola County, who is determined to be a child with a disability and meets the Part
B eligibility criteria for one of the 14 areas of eligibility under IDEA. In New Mexico, developmental
delay is considered a disability under special education for children aged three-nine.

Evaluation (for Part C early intervention services): means the process through which a child's
eligibility for early intervention services is determined. It involves a review of pertinent records related to
the child's current health and medical history; a determination of strengths, needs, quality of performance,
and level of functioning of the child in each developmental area; and an explanation of how the status in
each of the developmental areas affects the child's overall functioning. A written report summarizing
findings completes the evaluation.

Evaluation (for Part B preschool special education and related services): means the process through
which a child is determined to be a child with a disability and eligible for special education and related
services. This involves review of current information about the child provided by the parents, teachers,
early interventionists, related services personnel, and other individuals knowledgeable about the child's
present levels of performance. This may include formal assessments of the child's functional abilities in a
variety of developmental domains. A written report summarizing findings completes the evaluation.

Free Appropriate Public Education or FAPE (Part B): a federal regulation, for children enrolled in the
public school system, stating that special education and related services a) are provided at public expense,
under public supervision and direction, and without charge; b) meet the standards of the SEA including
the requirements of 34 CFR Part 300; c¢) include preschool, elementary school, or secondary school
education in the state; and d) are provided in conformity with an individualized education program (IEP)
that meets the requirements of 34 CFR Part 300.340-§300.350.

Head Start: means a program, funded under Title V of the Economic Opportunity Act of 1964, as
amended, and carried out by a Head Start agency or delegate agency, that provides ongoing
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comprehensive child development services.

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA 2004): means a federal law that contains
requirements for serving eligible children. Part C of IDEA refers to The Early Intervention Program for
Infants and Toddlers with Disabilities. Part B of IDEA refers to Assistance to States for the Education of
Children with Disabilities ages 3 through 21.

Individualized Education Plan (IEP): means a written statement for a child with a disability that is
developed, reviewed, and revised in a meeting in accordance with requirements of IDEA, Part B.

Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP): the written plan for providing early intervention services to
an eligible child and child's family. The plan must be developed jointly by the family and appropriate
qualified personnel involved in the provision of early intervention services and include the identification
of supports and services necessary to enhance the family's capacity to meet the developmental needs of
the eligible infant or toddler. The plan must be developed in accordance with the requirements of IDEA,
Part C.

Interagency Agreement: means a document signed by authorized representatives of at least two agencies
outlining mutually agreed upon responsibilities to perform certain duties under specified conditions
interagency agreements include Joint Powers Agreements, Memoranda of Understanding and Memoranda
of Agreement.

Least Restrictive Environment (LRE): An appropriate, educationally beneficial placement for a child
with a disability that most closely approximates where the child, if not disabled, would be educated.

Local Education Agency (LEA): means a local public school district that is subject to statutes,
regulations, and policies administered by the Public Education Department.

Educational Determination Team (EDT): A report written by qualified professionals, teachers, and
parents who have reviewed all existing evaluation data, the information provided by parents, current
observations, and present levels of performance to determine if the child is eligible to receive services
according to State of New Mexico guidelines

Parent: means a natural or adoptive parent of a child; a gnardian; a person acting in the place of a parent
(such as a grandparent or stepparent with whom the child lives or a person who is legally responsible for
the child's welfare); or a surrogate parent who has been assigned in accordance with state regulations. A
foster parent may act as a parent under the Act if the natural parents' authority to make the decisions
required of parents has been terminated under state law; and the foster parent has an ongoing, long-term
parental relationship with the child; is willing to make decisions required of parents under the Act; and
has no interest that would conflict with the child's interests.

School Year: means the dates established by the LEA for its schools to be in session during a given
academic year.

Family FIT Provider/Family Service Coordinator (Part C): means the FIT (Family Infant Toddler)
staff responsible for the coordination of all services and supports listed on the IFSP (Individualized
Family Service Plan) and ensuring the delivery of services in a timely manner. The FIT Provider/Family
Service Coordinator facilitates periodic reviews of the IFSP and ensures that a transition plan is
developed and carried out at the appropriate time to ensure a smooth and effective process.

State Supported Schools means a state supported public program confirmed as such in the State
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Constitution, such as the New Mexico
School for the Blind and Visually Impaired, and the New Mexico School for the Deaf.

Transition: means the process for a family and eligible child of moving from one service, location, or
program to another. This process includes discussion with, and training of, parents regarding future
placements and other matters related to the child's transition; procedures to prepare the child for changes
in service delivery, including steps to help the child adjust to and function in the new least restrictive and
most appropriate educational setting; and with parental consent, the transmission of information about the
child to a program into which the child might transition to ensure continuity of services, including
evaluation and assessment information required and copies of IFSPs (Individualized Family Service Plan)
that have been developed and implemented.

Transition Conference: means the required conference convened at least 90 days (about 3 months) but
no more than 9 months, prior to the child’s third birthday

V. IMPLEMENTATION OF AGREEMENT

Copies of this agreement with appropriate signatures will be provided to the agencies implementing the
transition process. Each agency will be responsible for educating their staff as to the details of the
agreement. Families will be informed as to the process of transition by the FIT Provider/Family Service
Coordinator and LEA staff. The effective date of this MOU is April 15, 2024

VI. MONITORING AND EVALUATION OF THE AGREEMENT

The effectiveness of the agreement will be evaluated yearly by the CCECTT, an interagency committee
whose purpose is to enhance coordination and collaboration in the development of a seamless system of
transition in Cibola County. If no changes are needed, this will be documented in the CCECTT minutes.
VII. INTERAGENCY DISPUTE PROCESS

In the event of a dispute or concerns relating to the MOU and/or transition process, all cooperating
agencies agree to contact the specific agency in which the concern arises in an attempt to resolve
concerns. If concerns cannot be resolved in this way, or if concerns affect the larger group, concerns will
be addressed during the monthly meetings. If a dispute cannot be resolved by the MOU team members,
the team agrees that the lead representative from the NM Early Childhood Transition Initiative will be

contacted for guidance.

For agencies under the Navajo Nation: "The grievance procedure will be set up in accordance with the
Navajo Nation Arbitration Act, 7N.N.C.§ 1101, and et. Seq."

VIII. Duration

This agreement will remain in effect for up to four years and be reviewed annually.
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SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY OF THE NAVAJO NATION
Nothing herein shall be considered as a waiver, express or implied, of the sovereign immunity of
the Navajo Nation except to the extent provided for in the Navajo Nation Sovereign Immunity

Act, 1 N. N. C. 551 et seq.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the following signatures are affixed:

Dr. Buu Nygren NN President
Print Name of person signing Role

% V 0CT 18 2024
e —)ﬂ

Date
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Navajo Nation (Growing in Beauty)

Roy Tracy Acting Superinlendent
Print Name of person signing Role
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Pine Hill Early Intervention

David C. Nez
Print Name of Person Signing

.,/ '{ =

e

il dand
.'-‘/_

.
#

Signature

School Superintendent
Role

— _ 9/1/zo2y
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La Vida Felicidad Early Intervention

NN Warr

Print Name o person signing

_\_r";'_x‘;- Ay g
/A L TIN 4\ M/L(‘Q

Signature

Tvans o lead

Role

L//? C?z"j Y

/ Dale
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Mid-West New Mexico CAP Early Head Start/Head Start Program

DaluSBarda  Contor Ditwestor

Print Name of person signing Role
' \
W us O Rdede 4 aslay
Signature Date
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New Mexico School for the Blind and Visually Impaired

___Deepa D. Santhanam Developmental Vision Specialist
Print Name of person signing Role
b-.’._ b ’ /&—h—
- 4/30/24
Signature Date
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New Mexico School for the Deaf

NW Regional
Carla J Gregory Coordinator
Print Name of inerson signing : ~ Role
é ' 9 /- M May 1,2024
Sig_r_lature Date
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Grants Cibola County Schools

Jrehmf A Gnequ Director S?CCM/ZMI/L

Print Name of person signing Role

] WM (%u%q %D 24
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NAPPR, Inc

Elaine Sanchez

Executive Director

S

Sig;naturé

4/25/24

Date
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Pueblo of Laguna Division of Early Childhood

Ruth Hidalso Director
Print Name of person signing Role
Ruth Hidalgo 5/10/24
Signature Date
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Pueblo of Acoma Haak’u Learning Center

emiy Clasnun (Disagury MANACER)

Print Name of person signing Role

<. ~ é?/,;é&’__ B DS’/OIZQ—‘/

Signat Date
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