
The American Associat ion of Ret ired Persons (AARP) reports that  census 
data shows an increase in the number of American grandparents who are 
raising their grandchildren, w ith 7.1 million grandparents living w ith their 
grandchildren under 18, and 2.3 million of those being responsib le for them. 
Census data also shows that  around one-third of grandchildren under the 
care of grandparents are under six years of age, and approximately half of 
the grandparents responsib le for their grandchildren are aged 60  or over 
(Baime, 20 23).

New  Mexico has one of the highest  rates of grandparents raising 
grandchildren in the count ry. There are a variety of reasons grandparents 
are raising their grandchildren in New  Mexico. Some are provid ing a stable 
and safe home environment  for their grandchildren due to their own adult  
children's challenges w ith addict ion, mental health, death, or incarcerat ion. 
Accord ing to a 20 20  report  from the Annie E. Casey Foundat ion, 8% of 
children in New  Mexico live w ith a grandparent , compared to the nat ional 
average of 6% (Casey, 20 20 ).
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Grandparents raising grandchildren encounter innumerable challenges. In New  Mexico, many of these 
grandparents are older adult s who may be grappling w ith their own health concerns or living on limited incomes. 
About  20 % of grandparent  caregivers in New  Mexico live below  the poverty level, accord ing to a report  from the 
Annie E. Casey Foundat ion. They may also be managing complex legal and f inancial systems to obtain custody or 
guard ianship of their grandchildren. Furthermore, they endure the emot ional d ist ress of watching their adult  
children grapple w ith addict ion, illness, or other issues (Casey, 20 20 ).

It  is crucial to ensure that  grandparents have access to needed
support  and resources in order to provide a stable and nurturing
home environment  for their grandchildren. By acknow ledging and 
appreciat ing the important  role that  grandparents p lay in the lives
of their grandchildren, home visitors can promote posit ive outcomes for 
these families and ensure that  all children in New  Mexico have
the opportunit y to thrive.
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EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION & CARE DEPT (ECECD)

STORY FROM THE FIELD 

I provide services to a 71-year-old grandmother. Grandma was enjoying 
ret irement  when there was a sudden change in her life. Her two-year-old 
granddaughter moved in w ith her in June 20 22 due to exposure to narcot ics. The 
state of New  Mexico granted Grandma temporary custody as she is the child 's 
closest  relat ive capable of caring for her. 

Grandma and her granddaughter enrolled in the Aprendamos/ Carino Program in 
June 20 22. Grandma shared that  the program has been a valuable resource for the 
family. She has learned new  skills to safely and healthily raise her granddaughter, 
st rengthen their relat ionship, prevent  problems, and manage misbehavior.

Grandma is grateful for the emot ional support  she has received on her journey, the 
f inancial assistance from Aprendamos/ Carino, and the car seat  and speech 
therapy referrals for her granddaughter. One of Grandma's goals is to cont inue 
part icipat ing in the program to become a good caregiver and ensure her 
granddaughter grows up healthy and happy. 

In May 20 23,  a judge granted Grandma permanent  custody of her granddaughter.

Blanca Gomez, Home Visit or
Aprendamos Family of Services

Cariño Home Vist ing, Las Cruces, NM

Regional Baby Showers are underway, and we hope that  our support  to recruit  new  families w ill prove successful. 
We'd like to thank all of our Home Visit ing programs, state agency partners, and local partners who part icipated 
in the commit tee meet ings and at  the events. We couldn't  have facilit ated these w ithout  you! Thanks! 

Our Annual Meet ing in conjunct ion w ith our FIT partners ( for the afternoon port ion) is set  for June 14th in 
A lbuquerque. This meet ing w ill be for Program Managers and Supervisors. We look forward to support ing 
connect ions between the regional home visit ing programs and FIT programs. 

We are w inding down our f iscal year and get t ing ready to start  FY24. Budget  proposals for FY24 are due back to 
your M/ M and LouAnn by 0 6/ 0 1/ 20 23.

Some of the successes to date include program expansions, a successful MIECHV federal audit  in May, and the 
complet ion of in-person site visit s w ith each of our programs. CQIs for the third quarter have been completed and 
we are so p leased to hear how  well our programs are doing. Thank you to each and every one of you for all of 
your hard work. Another success is we met  the LFC benchmarks related to the PICCOLO.

We are expanding at  the state as well and hope to add two more Manager/ Monitors, a Supervisor and a Business 
Operat ions Manager. These job post ings w ill be on NM SPO: www.spo.state.nm.us/  soon. Home visit ing received 
$8 million to support  the overall expansion and the expected expansion over the next  f ive years.

Our goal is to increase the enroll,ent  in programs by 50 0 0  families over the next  5 years. We have onboarded one 
new  program, LEAP Internat ional Montessori School and we p lan to onboard another two programs in FY24.

Our department  celebrates it s 3rd year in July, and we have seen grow th in the services the department  offers to 
families. We look forward to a successful FY24 and working w ith our home visit ing programs and staff as we 
cont inue to support  the children and families of New  Mexico.

If  you are not  receiv ing  emails f rom the Home Visit ing  l ist serv, 
p lease not ify your p rogram manager and t hey can forward  
your informat ion to your UNM Program Consult ant .

The list serv provides t imely informat ion on upcoming t raining , 
event s, and news!

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.spo.state.nm.us/__;!!KXH1hvEXyw!f_FTaV9ZJmmCzqshxtPg6XOQLDOKRYNVAa5VqXtBr-36ck8cznwZnzKQoXoAcCLiigieeHwOj2HO6TP0RyD0bzkfXHjUsFuTrR3l3gM$


HOME VISITING DATES ON THE HORIZON

June 1, 27 June 2 June 5, 12 June 7, 8, 22, 23 June 12, 21 June 13

Ref lect ive Case 
Rev iews

ECECD Baby  
Shower-
Farm ington

Mot hers and 
Bab ies NM 
Consult sat ion

New Home 
Visit or Training  
Int eract ion 
Orient at ion  
Sessions

Ref lect ive Case 
Rev iews

ECECD Baby  
Shower - 
Farm ington

1:30 -2:30  p.m .
v ia Zoom

11 a.m .-3 p.m . 
San Juan College

12-1 p.m .
v ia Zoom

9 a.m .-12:30  p.m .
v ia Zoom

9-10  a.m .
v ia Zoom

11 a.m .-3 p.m . 
Sycamore Park 
Communit y  
Center

JUNE OBSERVANCES/ CELEBRATIONS

Home Visit ing  Training  Calendar

Previous COL Sessions, Art icles, Tips & Resources

Ref lect ive Pract ice

For more informat ion, v isit  us below.

SUBMIT NEW S!

NMECECD.ORG/ HOME-VISITINGCDD/ HOME VISITING

To subm it  informat ion t o be shared in fut ure newslet t ers, 

p lease send an email t o: HSC-ECLN@salud .unm.edu

ECSC

June 13 June 14 June 16 June 30 June 30

Communit y  of  
Learners: 
Grandparent s 
Raising  
Grandchild ren

Home Visit ing  
Annual Meet ing

ECECD Baby  
Shower-
Las Cruces

Support ing  t he 
Home Learning  
Env ironment

NM ECECD: 
Imp lement ing  
Hands-on-
Materials t o 
Support
Child ren &
Families

10 -11:45 a.m .
v ia Zoom

8:30  a.m .- 3:30  p.m .
Marriot t  Py ram id

11 a.m .-3 p.m . 
Hilt on Garden 
Inn

10 -11 a.m .
v ia Zoom

10 -11 a.m .,                            
v ia  Zoom

June 1-7, CPR & AED Awareness Week

Men's Healt h Month

RECOMMENDED READING 

The Sacred Work of Grandparents Raising 
Grandchildren by Elaine K. W illiams, Balboa 
Press, Copyright  20 11.

Visit the HV 
Training Calendar 

link above or 
HERE 

to register.

If you cannot 
attend an event/  
training that you 

registered for, 
please cancel in 
advance to allow 

those on the 
waiting list to 

register.

UNM Early Childhood Services Center, 
UNM Center for Development  & Disabilit y
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