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Why this Logo was chosen to best represent our
Bernalillo County Home Visiting Work Group Coalition?
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VISION STATEMENT
A Bernalillo County in which universal and equitable access to home visitation 

services provides a supportive foundation for children, families, and the community.

MISSION STATEMENT
We will accomplish our vision by leveraging a reflective and inclusive culture 

through collaboration, trust, communication, and resource coordination.

• The Bernalillo County Home Visiting Work Group was one of three awarded Systems

Building Grants by the State of New Mexico ECECD. The other two recipients from

Bernalillo County were Cuidando los Ninos and Explora.

• Most attention is focused on center-based services for young children. The ECECD

systems building grants are to highlight and draw attention/awareness to the array of home-

based services as an alternative or dual enrollment opportunity for families. Home

visitation focuses on bonding, attachment, and relationships between the child and parents

or caregivers.

Our Funding 

BCHVWG Vision and Mission Statement



Steering Committee Members:

Diana Lopez                Health Promotion Specialist, New Mexico Department of Health, 
Linda Romero Team Leader, CHI St. Joseph’s Children Home Visiting, Telehealth Home  

Visiting & Case Management for first-time families in New Mexico 
Catherine Roth            Clinical Case Manager, Outpatient GRACE Navigator, Community Health

Worker, Lovelace Women’s Hospital 
Teresa Garza Pregnant Women Program, YDI State Home Visitor 
Sarah Ernhart Senior Associate Director, Youth Development Inc. 
Ashlee Ysco Early Head Start Associate Director, Youth Development Inc.
Debra Baca                    Vice-President Head Start Administration, Youth Development, Inc. 
Lindsey Lopez               COTA/L MPH CHW IMH-E, Training & Development Consultant,  

University of New Mexico, Family Development Program 
Jacinta Granillo RN Population Health Manager, Lovelace Women’s Hospital   
Maria Elena Maestas Coalition Coordinador, Bernalillo County Home Visiting Work Group

BCHVWG Steering Committee Members



BCHVWG serves Central New Mexico and Albuquerque which is the largest city in the 

state where nearly 1/3 of children are under the age of 5. 

Geographic Area Served



• Bernalillo County Home Visiting Workgroup was founded in 2010 as a county-wide partnership of

home visiting providers who shared a deep-seated belief that children and families thrive at home

with support from quality home visitation programs.

• Not all families are ready or need center-based education and care, and home visitation provides

that option for families who can stay at home during these important formation years of attachment

and bonding.

• BCHVWG recognized from the start that coordination is necessary for prevention services; such as

child abuse/neglect, behavior, drugs, postpartum, food insecurities, etc.

• In our monthly meetings, BCHVWG continues to work to bring program leaders, parents, and the

community, together to build relationships and trust in the community with the common goal of

improving child outcomes in New Mexico.

• As a group, together the BCHVWG has succeeded in creating a mutual and respectful network of

leaders who provide home visiting services through coordination, education, professional

development, and problem-solving regarding the early childhood home visiting system.

• The coalition works together to provide resources, staff development, presenters, and more

importantly a platform to share experiences, and resources and ask questions.

• BCHVWG emphasizes the accomplishments of building collaboration, relationships, and the

importance of raising awareness around home visitation in the community.

• Our coalition is very focused on communication: we send out weekly Community Events email to

275 partners. Our newsletter includes staff development and employment opportunities for Early

Childhood and Home Visiting, activities, events and opportunities for our partners to share with

their parents and staff.

“When a Baby is born, so is a Mother, Parents or Caregiver.”

Coalition Summary



BCHVWG has a committed

partnership with participation

with over 11 Bernalillo

County home visiting

agencies and more than 57

organizations, to coordinate

services, and engage in a

wide range of local, county,

and state.

Community Partners



BCHVWG Coalition Meeting Shared Sessions



Raising a family is hard and a home visitor can help!



• To be proactive through promotion, prevention, and treatment by increasing parent and
caregiver awareness of all early childhood services.

• Families – Recognize all families in New Mexico as key decision-makers. To have the frontline
workers bring the voices of the families to the table.

• Governance – Strengthen ongoing government-to-government relationships with tribal
communities to foster mutual trust and understanding, and partnerships that respect tribal
sovereignty.

• Workforce – Devise strategies to make things easier for providers and families by ensuring New
Mexico’s early childhood workforce is supported to meet the needs of all families and young
children through an aligned professional development system.

• Develop a statewide, integrated data system to better inform planning and decision-making.  

Key Goals



• We value making relationships, building and nurturing trust,
and maintaining authenticity, as we dedicate ourselves to the
same cause by educating ourselves, sharing resources, and
connecting networks.

• We serve pregnancy to early 
childhood and young families, 
grandparents raising grandchildren, 
grandchildren, and teach self-care for 
parents, teachers, and caregivers

• We continue to learn about each other and make referrals across agencies, addressing 
barriers and obstacles by meeting monthly to network, coordinate, integrate, plan and 
participate in professional development training.  This is a chance to speak out about their 
programs and provide announcements.



Learning Opportunities

• To create more cohesive, equitable, and effective early childhood systems in New
Mexico, which will require coordinating a continuum of family-driven,
community-based high-quality prenatal to five programs and services that are
available and accessible to all families in every corner of the state.

• To strengthen partnerships at the state and local levels to effectively use all
available resources across the mixed-delivery system

• Seek to heal trauma, including historical and generational trauma, and
deconstruct systemic racism, sexism, and other entrenched and unfair biases.

• Learn about each other and make referrals across agencies, addressing barriers
and obstacles by meeting monthly to network coordinate, integrate, plan and
participate in professional development.



Home visiting programs are available at NO COST for 
ALL Bernalillo County Families with children from prenatal to age 5.

Purpose and Methodology of our Community Needs Assessment

• Is there a need to concentrate and target specific demographic areas? 
• How many children received home visits in comparison to how many were retaining the resources? 
• Is there equity in home visiting? 
• Why should home visiting be a priority for children under the age of 5? 
• Review specific indicators of concern: Demographic Area, Social and Cultural, Poverty, Language Barriers, 

Health Care, Secure Employment, Economic Stability, and Safety 

• BCHVWG leaders reviewed currently available demographic, health, social, economic, and educational data;

and combined this information with input from the community through a family dialogue session to provide a

comprehensive overview of early childhood needs.

• The methodology used to create this Community Needs Assessment (CNA) was to concentrate on Bernalillo 
County in comparison to the State of New Mexico and view the home visiting availability for Bernalillo County.  
Also, to analyze the problems our community faces and how they can have an effect on our children.

• To answer these questions, our coalition wanted to hear from our families and our community throughout the 
Bernalillo County Area.  The Coalition created a diverse family dialogue session to have our families and 
community voice concerns.

• Below are key questions asked as part of the CNA to determine if children are receiving the proper resources 
and needs in home visiting. 

Bernalillo County Home Visiting Work Group
Community Needs Assessment

September 30, 2022



• BCHVWG partners recognize that home visiting is the foundational referral source to the continuum of

early childhood services.

• Home visitors have the opportunity to work with families before babies are born and support families

to start thinking about education, development, building a bond with babies, health, and safety.

• Home visiting is the connector for families with childcare, early childhood education, and early

intervention as well as community-based resources, providing educational support in many ways.

• BCHVWG wants to continue to promote home visiting as a collective and coordinated effort, working

together to promote awareness about services, and contributing to state goals for an integrated

system of support for all families based on their commitment to work in partnership with ECECD, the

community and with each other.

Recommendations:  
Concentrate on our Key Findings



Our Findings During our Dialogue Session



• BCHVWG emphasizes the accomplishments of building collaboration and

relationships, and the importance of raising awareness around home visitation in the

community.

• Invite parents and the community to have a voice at our table.

• BCHVWG has committed to create an outreach and partner with ALL Home Visiting

Programs, the community, physicians, NM Health Department, working with other

New Mexico coalitions, and most important working hand-in-hand with ECECD. To

create a profound awareness of how this coalition and our home visitors can have a

huge impact on our Albuquerque and New Mexico Communities. This will lower the

risks and negative outcomes of so many issues currently plaguing ABQ.

• Bernalillo County is funded 744 Home Visitation slots.

How do we get results?

What would New Mexico look like if every family and every child had a home visitor?
Currently in Bernalillo County, we have approximately 34,394 children under the age of 5 
and only 744 that are currently being serviced by a home visitor.  

We all have so much more work to do to create awareness!  
That’s our BCHVWG Coalition’s plan.



How do we communicate and bring awareness for 
Early Childhood and Home Visting?





Our coalition sends out weekly events that

include:

• Flyers and articles sent in from our

partners

• Staff development and employment

opportunities for Early Childhood and

Home Visiting

• Activities and Events for families

• Opportunities for our partners to share

with their parents and staff.

Communication is important to BCHVWG
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QUESTIONS?

Diana Lopez will say a few words


