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Intro to AAC
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What is AAC?
• AAC stands for 

augmentative and 
alternative 
communication

• Any form of 
communication beyond 
natural speech



5/30/2025

4

Who uses AAC?

• Anyone can!

• People who don't have access to 
vocal speech

• People whose vocal speech is hard 
to understand

• People who find it decreases the 
stress around communication
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Statements on 
AAC
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Myth Fact
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Myth Fact
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Myth Fact
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Best Practices for AAC
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Communicative 
Competencies

Linguistic

Operational

Strategic

Social
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Communicative 
Competencies
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Interprofessional Collaboration

• WHO: Collaboration among multiple health workers

• ASHA: Priority on interprofessional collaborative practice (IPP)

• Extremely important to use collaboration in the world of AAC 
between therapists, families, teachers, and all communication 
partners
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Effective 
Collaboration
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Communication 
Partner 
Training
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Advocating for 
AAC
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Advocating for AAC users

How:

• Advocate for device access

• Advocate for presumed competence in 
communication partners

• Advocate for accommodations for 
communicative differences

• Advocate for device acceptance

• Advocate for environmental adjustments to 
facilitate device ease of usage
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Visit: www.asha.org/Practice/Interprofessional-Education-
Practice

http://www.asha.org/Practice/Interprofessional-Education-Practice

