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Intro to AAC




What is AAC?

« AAC stands for
augmentative and
alternative
communication

* Any form of
communication beyond
natural speech

TYPES OF AAC
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Who uses AAC?

* Anyone can!

* People who don't have access to
vocal speech

* People whose vocal speech is hard
to understand

* People who find it decreases the
stress around communication

Speech-generating devices
are more commonly used by
(but not exclusively limited to)
those with:
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What are the benefits
of using AAC?

c Supports natural speech development
and language learning

&

Increased independence

Decreased frustration and behaviors

m Improved educational and social
7. outcomes

Easily customized and personalized

@ More communication!

Source: Millar et al, 2006 and Romski, Sevcik 2005 .lek ToMe Technologies
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Statements on
AAC




Myth

AAC slows down or
hinders oral speech
development.

-

Fact

AAC does NOT slow
oral speech
acquisition, it
supports it!

i
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Myth

You have to have use of
your arms, hands and
fingers to use AAC.

==

There are many other
access options for

AAC, including eye-
tracking systems.

s
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Myth

AAC is only for people
who do not use any
oral speech.

-

Fact

AAC is for anyone
with challenges in
oral speech. AAC can
be used in addition to
oral speech.

4+ AAC
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Myth

People with cognitive
impairments cannot
use AAC.

Fact

People with a variety
of intellectual
abilities can use AAC.

v
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Best Practices for AAC
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Linguistic

Operational

Communicative

Competencies

Strategic
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Communicative

/ Competencies

\
\
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4 Areas of Communicative Competence

Llngulstlc Competence
« expressi ive language skills
* syntax, morphology communlcatlve functions
* symbols that represent language and symbol org;
* literacy

Operational Competence
o%mu&(mmﬁmmuﬂ
« operation of system (volume control, on/off, clear,

message, etc.)

Social Competence
« skills that relate to interacting with others (taking turns,
initiating and maintaining interactions, shifting topics, etc.)
« skills that relate to interactive purposes of communication
(express wants and needs, share information, build
relationships, participate in social etiquette)

Strategic Competence
« ability to adjust communication to the current person or
situation
* compensatory strategies and communication repair skills
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Interprofessional Collaboration

* WHO: Collaboration among multiple health workers
» ASHA: Priority on interprofessional collaborative practice (IPP)

* Extremely important to use collaboration in the world of AAC
between therapists, families, teachers, and all communication
partners
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¢ Work with other
professionals to
maintain mutual
respect and shared
values

¢ Use knowledge of
everyone’sroles to
appropriately assess
and address patient

IPEC needs

Effective A

Competencies

= « Apply relationshi
Collaboration W e 1O
Lot principles of team

dynamics to perform
as an effective team

¢ Communicate with all

members of the team
Interprofessional in a responsive and
Communication responsiblemanner to
support ateam
approach
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o AssistiveWare

Communication

COMMUNICATION PARTNERS
Partner

Communication partners are all the important

TrCI in i N g people who talk and interact with people who

use AAC.

Building good communication partner skills is crucial
in all AAC journeys. Communication partners will:

® Provide waittime ~ @ Use strategies to

@® Attribute meaning respondto
® Model communication

® Provide prompts
or cues

www.assistiveware.com
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Advocating for
AAC
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Advocating for AAC users

How:
* Advocate for device access

* Advocate for presumed competence in
communication partners

* Advocate for accommodations for
communicative differences

* Advocate for device acceptance

* Advocate for environmental adjustments to
facilitate device ease of usage
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http://www.asha.org/Practice/Interprofessional-Education-Practice

